THE  SMUGGLERS

of reference as well as one of entertainment.
Lord Teignmouth had access to many Admiralty
papers which have recently been destroyed and
of which the record here is the only one that
survives. In other ways great pains have been
taken to obtain original material. Many of the
spots mentioned have been visited and, just
before it was too late, the authors established
personal contact with survivors of the old Kent
gangs of a hundred years ago. The arrangement
in places might have been improved from the
chronological point of view, and a certain amount
of journalese might have been squeezed out of
the writing. The reader whose territorial interests
lie elsewhere may reasonably regret that so great
a share of attention is given to the smugglers of
Kent and Sussex. Doubtless these were the chief
centres of smuggling and smuggling affrays;
information also is no doubt more easy to obtain
regarding them. But the West Country smugglers
deserve more attention than they get, and more
search there might have produced stories worth
having. However, the interest of these , two
volumes is well sustained; they have an air of
accuracy and common sense; and they must
become the principal resort of everybody who
wants to learn about the history of smuggling.

Smuggling came into being with taxes on the
movements of goods; organised smuggling has
always co-existed with taxes so high as to make
the money return commensurate with the risks
undertaken. Capital and labour, here as else-
where, flow in the direction of the largest profits,
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